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l % This question paper consists of four questions. All questions are campulwn. ‘ l

1. Write a composition on ONE of the following topics, paying anention to relevant facts and
supporting evidence, structure, organization, coherent argument, accurate language and expression

(30 marks)
(1) The global refugee crisis '

(2) “The end of the 21* century will see the end of humankind.”

(3) “Stories about fairies, witches and wizards are only suitable for children.™
(4) Write a story that incorporates the sentence “When I read the letter, I felt really foolish.”

(5) Write a review of an English film that you have seen, which s based on a movel or a short
story. Mention any similarities or differences that you noticed.

(6) Write a report on coast conservation in Sn Lanka.

2. Reading comprehension and précis.
(a) Read the following passage and answer the questions given below it (H)marks)'

English has spread everywhere in the world as a lingua franca. Whereas in 1950 about 9%

of the world's population spoke English natively, with Spanish and then Hindi-Urdu next with
about 5% each and with Ambic having 2%, by 2000 the proportions were just over 6% for|-
English, and over 5% for Spanish and Hindi-Urdu, with Hindi-Urdu overtaking Spanish, By
2050 the projection is that Hindi-Urdu will_ovenake English as its proportion reaches 6%/
and that English, Spanish, and Arabic will all hover around 5%. However, at all these dates
Chinese was, is, and will be used as a native language by _an even_higher percentage of the
world’s population. Languages like French, Russian, German, and Japanese, on the other hand,

do not thrive in the same way; they win few convers and, as the world’s population gro\\s,‘
‘they decrease proportionately. | ’ o
English spread initially through conquest and then by being in the -nght place at the right}
fime for use in international relations, the worldwide media. international _travel, educanon,
- and now communications. David Crystal ‘estimates that one quarter of the world's populalion) -
have some kind of fluency in the language. Tts major appeal is as d lingua 1"‘43@- 3 commma]
‘second language with a certain amount of: internal  diversity. In December 2004, a _Bnu:&??ﬁ

 }
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Council Report estimated that 2 billion more people .would begin lfﬁfﬂi"g EﬁS“*‘f‘"“Qh“.‘"‘; ot
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A decadc and by 2050 there. wauld ‘be over 3 bxlhon spwkers of . Enghsh in thc worid Thei-‘?’

mam motivation to learn English would conlinue Lo be an economic one, and an .mpom

“ar more_other. 1anguagcs

' dead” cnmy v like Latin. ThereAare bod“es , of lltemmicabnmhmmy,dszcremhlancnes of Enbhsh
- which describe their' structures and uss uses, the ideologies surrounding these structures and uses,

the phonology and syntax of Hong Kong English, and the different ways in “which_the_English
* language is used in professional circles _in_Hong Kong. Thcrc are tlrmlar bodies Of re_sga_n:h
for Indian. | Enghsh Nigerian. English | and_Sri Lankan Engllsh

The sPread of English in the world has not gone without cnucs, who regard the lanauaﬂe
" as a clear expression of political, cultural, and economic ‘imperialism, and assail all efforts
to promote the further use of English in the world, for example, by govemment—spcnsured

English as a_value-free language. They argue that there is nothing “neutral’ about English use, |
and some even regard English and languages such as Bahasa Indonesia and Mandarin Chinese |

i suﬂe and _eventually kill local languages.

However, a different conclusion has been drawn concerning the spread bf. English in the
. European Union. There, English is spreading because it is an effecuve lingua franca, and this.
- spread may actually strengthen local languages, as people seek 1o maintain local identines. It is

; ~ from the smaller language groups will move from being bilingual in their own Iancuabe and
| " the natonal language to bemg bllmgua.l in their own language and English.

‘question.

(1) Which of the following will not be true in 20507
(a) There will be less speakers of Hindu-Urdu than of English.
(b) There will be over 3 billion speakers of English.
(c) There will be an equal number of speakers of Spanish, ~\r:1bsc and Enohsh '
(d) The number of English speakers will be Irm than 1n 2000.

(2) The language that has the highest number of native speai.ers in the nor!d is.
- (a) English.
(b) Hindu-Urdu.
(c) Chinese.
(d) Amblc

(3) Accordmg to the passage, languages like French Russmn German and Japanese- :
(a) will grow as the world’s population grows. ; :
(b) wnl] become endangered as the warld's population nmws
(c) are popular among speakers of other languages. :
(d) are not learnt by speakers of other languages.

(4) The definition of a lingua franca, as given in paragmph is that it js -
(a) a language everyoné around the world knows. - Carnl
(b} a Imguaae of travel, media and education.-

{c) an addmmml hnguaoe in’ mlemauonal rejannns.

(d} a common *:econd Ianguaﬂe Tale /

Q Wme the letter of the correct answer in your answer script agamnst the number of the re{emnt

i i conscquence would be a great i increase in bllmguahsm and mu]nhﬂ_guah;m in. Enghsh and one

‘»"Engllsh today is a complex set of vancnﬁs_oLLh\:mg L@_guage ralher {han _mst a “fixed and A

1

as lcn]ler Jlanguages’ because as languages of modemization, education. and deveroprm:m they |

nol inconceivable that, as intergroup communication happens increasingly in English. speakers |

and the identities which are constructed through them. For instance, linguists have described | =

- teaching programs. Writing in the trdition of cntical theory. such critics cannot_conceive of |
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~ (8) Underline the statement that is not true of “killer languages”
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(5) Whaﬁ s mvmu-‘t

W 1 ‘dend’ lanamae” -
(u) A Inhpuage Afigpe?.

that has ot bee .
. (b P Al has pol Been reaesig b,
D) A Tanguape it does wot change,

¥ '}P.: "1“' ny ( ; } ] |
7 A ' ' = |ll_‘(1 n 'l, llr,V' ["'””“l"_,)’ “”" z‘ny"'”-r

i that his o herdy of Jiterate

(6) The .
) l('ht author uses Hong Kong, Lnglish oy
a) an ex . : ' s
__{b_.; : d(:ku;npl(, of h,-m'.nuh on varicties of Pnplish
fc) ,m:uu supporting the complexity of Fnglhsh,
fdj o xun}pylg of English in professional cireles,
mpanson of varnous varictics of 1 oplish

(7) Cntical ;I1cx;ﬁstﬂ writing about the spread of nglish
(@) i English as a value free langunge. |
(b) view Enghsh as an effective lingus franca
J_-El consider Enplish 10 be dangerous 1o Jocal languages
(d) promote only government-sponsored English teaching programs,

{a) They are languages used for modern purposes.
(b) They are neutral languages anyone can use.
{c) They arc detrimental (o local languages.

(d) They are widely used for multiple purposcs

(9) The author expects that in Europe. English
(a) will replace local languages 1n the region
_(b) will replace smaller language groups.
{c) may replace some national languages.
(d) may be an additional language for minonucs

(10) The meaning of the word “effective” tn it 15 an effectuve hingua franca” (paragraph 5) 15

(a) serviceable.
(b) uvseful.
(c) successful.

(d) popular..
- eion No. 2 above, following the instructions
given in quesuon Na Ve P

= is. summansing the passage
Write a precis ¢ ar as pusﬂbl{'.

given below. Use your own words as |

(1) Begin the précis on @ new sheet. D
lmes.

(2) Write the précis within the

(3) Swme the number of words you have used.

ivide your page into 5 columns. and number the

following word range 182—192 words.
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tcluding the antomatio shut down mechanisms,
They shut down the emergency core ( cooling system, ‘Their thinking sppareaty bad beex 5 prs
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romindn n y men W no vnderstandin 4 wra
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what wax going through the
a weactor could have done such a thing, And once they ‘d done thm, =il thew smndun! operatmg
l?ﬂx\ﬂuﬂ‘s :wk |hcm even more (uickly down the romd 1o dusaster B ‘
The test as idea was hall standard operating procedure, halfl seatof (he puos imtae )

r B SR

perhaps, to the potgnancy of their longing o make tungs safer

Did Mikhail kpow petter? Lven he probably knew betier

(1 Where are | and what is cach bruther geilng ready 0 &' 04 mariy)

¢ meunng und fone of the ling “We wore nof -~ bow shafl we put Fs |

very fucky that way" in the context of this passage (04 ks
avoided? Faplain yous answer (04 marks,

on that could have been
he people described here? How do you dedoce ths?
4 Fﬂﬁt‘

retya and Mikhail,

l-\ Explain th
(3) Was (his o situath
What is the narrator’s opinion of 1

e
he night of April 26, Ifi% " W

s mardsi

What effect does the wnler ' dexcription of t

2 have on you as i reader?
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(1)
@
3)

@)
3)

S 7How still he stands as mists b&gm to move,
. as morning, curling, billows creep across
sem]:y_pﬂched_mld_hmig_

- his cooplike, con
- Gver mid- ‘muddy river. Stares at bush green banks

' Whldil bnstle nﬂes, mortars, men - perhaps

, 'No convoys shake the timbers. No sound
but water slapping boatsides, bank sides, pilings.

~are taped to make, now, forty rounds instead
of twenty. Droplets bead from stock to sight;

~ and sees no box bombs floating towards his bridge. ,
*fas-bottomed boat

’ - Idly the thick Binh Thuy slides by.

: Ammsmm-u | el oy T S L e
‘4-7 R"‘d the followmg poem and answer the quesnons given below 1t usmg Vo‘“' own words a5f
far as. possxble - o - {20 mark.g} gy

' The Guard at the Bmh Thuy Bndgﬁ

He's slung his carbine barrel down to keep :
*metal container with bullets

the boring dry, and two banana- clips* instead of one

they bulb, then strike his boot. He scrapes his heel,

Anchored in red morning mist a narrow junk®
rocks its weight. A A woman kneels on deck

staring at lﬂDDmg water. Wets her face.

He a‘ims.‘At her. Then drops his aim. Idly.
What can you mfcr about the soldier’s thoughts and feelings as he smnds guard om the
bridge? : (04 marks |
1dentify the different types of movement in this poem and show how each comtributes towards
creating mood and atmosphere. (04 marks)
Whaxeﬂ’ealscrmwdbychcjuxraposmonafuracnamdmewm-d&sdﬁuuﬁm
B (Dstmk.s) _

(04 marks)|

end of the poem"

Explain the repetitive use of the word “idly” in the last two hines of the poem

What is !hc poet’s artitude towards armed conflict in this poem‘? How is this amitude brought
(04 marks);

out"

oo ¥






